
2011-2012 RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE (RAC) MEMBERS 
KEARNEY AGRICULTURAL RESEARCH AND EXTENSION CENTER (KARE)

  
07/01/11

NAME TITLE 
DEPT./ORGANIZATIO

N & ADDRESS PHONE/FAX & E-MAIL 

TERM END 
DATE 
(6/30) 

Mary Lu Arpaia 
(Chair, Postharvest 
Sub-Committee),
RAC CHAIR

Subtropical Horticulturist
Postharvest Handling/Fruits, Vegetables, 
Flowers, and/or Grains, Citrus/Avocado; 
evaluation of preharvest and postharvest 
factor on subtropical crop productivity and 
fruit quality, including rootstock, cultivar, 
irrigation, pesticide and nutrition 
management strategies.

Kearney Agricultural 
Center
University of California
9240 S. Riverbend Ave
Parlier, CA  93648
 
 

PHONE: (559) 646-6561 
FAX: (559) 646-6593 
E-MAIL: Arpaia@uckac.edu 

2012 

Bob Beede
Chair, Tree Crop 
Sub-Committee) 

Farm Advisor (Tree fruit, nuts, grapes) UCCE Kings County
680 Campus Drive, 
Suite A
Hanford, CA  93230

PHONE: (559) 582-3211, Ext  2737
E-EMAIL: bbeede@ucdavis.edu

2014

Harry Berberian Industry (Grower) 10489 S. Smith 
Avenue
Reedley, CA  93654

PHONE:  (559) 351-8600
PHONE/FAX: (559) 646-2029 
E-MAIL: ararathkb@yahoo.com

2013 

Louise Ferguson CE Specialist (Pistachio, olive, citrus, fig 
and persimmon production; alternate 
bearing, pruning, citrus Mandarins, root 
stocks) 

Kearney Agricultural 
Center 
University of California 
9240 S. Riverbend Ave 
Parlier, CA 93648 

PHONE: (559) 646-6541 
FAX: (559) 646-6593 
E-MAIL: louise@uckac.edu 

2013 

Matthew Fidelibus
(Chair, Vine Crop 
Sub-Committee)

CE Viticulture Specialist
(Plant physiology of raisin and wine grapes)

Kearney Agricultural 
Center
University of California
9240 S. Riverbend Ave
Parlier, CA  93648

PHONE:  (559) 646-6510
FAX:   (559) 646-6593
E-MAIL: mwf@uckac.edu

2012

Pete Goodell IPM Advisor, Associate IPM 
Director/KAC (Extension delivery, 
entomology, nematology)

Kearney Agricultural 
Center
University of California
9240 S. Riverbend Ave
Parlier, CA  93648

PHONE: (559) 646-6515
FAX:  (559) 646-6593
E-MAIL:  ipmpbg@uckac.edu

2012

Kurt Hembree
(Chair, Row Crop 
Sub-Committee)

Farm Advisor (Weed management 
strategies in crop and non crop settings)

UCCE Fresno County
1720 S. Maple Avenue
Fresno, CA 93702

PHONE: (559) 456-7566
FAX:  (559) 456-7575
E-MAIL: kjhembree@ucdavis.edu

2014

Todd Hirasuna Industry (Sunnyside Packing) Sunnyside Packing
3200 Highland Avenue
P.O. Box 828
Selma, CA  93662

PHONE: (559) 896-7200
CELL:  (559)352-8630
FAX:  (559) 896-5511
todd@sunnysidepacking.com

2014

Scott Johnson CE Pomologist, Interim Director 
KAC Academic Unit
(Irrigation, fertilization, fruit thinning, 
rootstocks and fruit growth of peach, 
plum, nectarine and kiwifruit; Davis 
campus specialist)

Kearney Agricultural 
Center
University of California
9240 S. Riverbend Ave
Parlier, CA  93648

PHONE: (559) 646-6547
FAX:  (559) 646-6593
E-MAIL:  sjohnson@uckac.edu

2013

Themis Michailides
(Chair, Green 
House/Lathhouse 
Sub-Committee)

Plant Pathologist
(Diagnose, etiology, ecology, epidemiology, 
prediction, and integrated management of 
above-ground fungal diseases and 
postharvest diseases of tree fruit, nut crops 
and vines in San Joaquin and Sacramento 
valleys; preharvest aflatoxin and ochratoxin A 
contamination in tree nuts (pistachios, 
almonds, and walnuts), raisins and figs; 
molecular epidemiology and fungicide 
resistance.)

Kearney Agricultural 
Center
University of California
9240 S. Riverbend Ave
Parlier, CA  93648

PHONE:  (559) 646-6546
FAX:  (559) 646-6593
E-MAIL: themis@uckac.edu

2012

Richard Molinar
(Chair, Organic 
Crop Sub-
Committee)

Farm Advisor (Small farms, vegetable 
crops, organic farming, insect/weed 
management, specialty crops, sugar 
peas, strawberries, eggplant, squash, 
Asian vegetables such as basil, 
lemongrass, green beans, long beans, 
gailon, bittermelons, refugee farmers, 
Hmong, Lao, fluent in Spanish)

UCCE Fresno County
1720 S. Maple Avenue
Fresno, CA  93702 

PHONE: (559) 456-7555 
FAX: (559) 456-7575 
E-MAIL:    rhmolinar@ucdavis.edu  

2013 
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EX-OFFICIO

NAME TITLE DEPT./ORGANIZATIO
N & ADDRESS 

PHONE/FAX & E-MAIL 
TERM END 
DATE (6/30) 

Jeff Dahlberg Center Director Kearney  
University of California 
9240 S. Riverbend Ave 
Parlier, CA 93648 

PHONE: (559) 646-6060 
FAX: (559) 646-6015 
E-MAIL: jdahlberg@uckac.edu

 

N/A 

Edwin Civerolo Center Director San Joaquin Valley 
Ag Sciences Center 
USDA Agricultural 
Research Service 
9611 S. Riverbend 
Avenue 
Parlier, CA 93648 

PHONE: (559) 596-2702
FAX: (559) 596-2701 
E-MAIL: 
Edwin.civerolo@ars.usda.gov 

N/A 
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